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Examining the Center—Periphery Relationship in Contemporary Iran:
An Analysis of the Challenges of Uneven Development and Their
Impact on National Cohesion and Territorial Security
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Abstract

Spatial inequality and the widening gap between
the center and the periphery constitute one of the
most fundamental challenges to sustainable
development and political stability in contemporary
Iran. This study aims to analyze the roots and
consequences  of development by
examining the relationship between the unequal
distribution of resources and the weakening of
cohesion. The research adopts a
descriptive—analytical ~ approach  based on
documentary data and theoretical frameworks
drawn from the political economy of urban space
and domestic geopolitics. The findings indicate that
administrative and political
centralization in Tehran and other central
metropolitan areas has led to the emergence of a
core—periphery spatial structure in which peripheral
regions, particularly the border provinces, have
been marginalized in the development process.
This structural inequality has not only contributed
to increasing poverty and unemployment in
peripheral areas but has also intensified identity-
based cleavages and perceptions of discrimination,
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thereby posing serious challenges to Iran's g ous cogs clomcdgy oho Sgn (b cpl 5l U canl g8
territorial security. Furthermore, recent
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environmental crises and deficiencies in territoria
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planning have accelerated population decline in ~ oo e o cogelp S m R0 5lg

border regions and intensified migration toward the By il gl
outskirts of major cities. The study argues that
overcoming these challenges requires a transition
from a centralized development model toward
endogenous development, structural
decentralization, and the redefinition of spatial
justice in national policymaking. Such a
transformation would strengthen state—nation
relations and ensure the long-term sustainability of
national security throughout the country's territory.
Keyword: Center—Periphery; Uneven
Development; National Cohesion; Territorial
Security; Territorial Planning.
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