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Abstract

The topic of love is an issue discussed in the
philosophy of Plato and the works of Avicenna (Ibn
Sina). This paper, with a descriptive and analytical
approach, seeks to answer the question of how
Plato and Avicenna interpret love. According to
Plato, the origin of love is “beauty,” but not
experiential beauty; rather, it is a lack of beauty.
Love reminds us of what we lack and drives us to
pursue it. Love draws us toward what we do not
possess in order to attain it. From Avicenna’s
perspective, the origin of love is existence and
beauty, and since it stems from existential reality,
he considers it one of the perfections of the
Necessary Being. As the Necessary Being is pure
existence, love itself is pure existence. In Plato’s
philosophy, love is an epistemological matter,
whereas in Avicenna’s philosophy, it is an
ontological reality. In Plato’s view, two types of
love can be observed: in the first type, the lover
focuses on the body of the beloved, but in true and
ideal love, the attention is directed toward the
beauty of the beloved’s soul. Avicenna considers
true love as the love of the Beauty of the Divine,
which aligns with Plato’s notion of love for
absolute beauty.

Keyword: Love, Plato, Avicenna, Comparative
Philosophy.
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