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An Analysis of the Death Penalty for Drug-Related Offenses from the
Perspective of Michel Foucault’s Theory of Punishment and Power
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Abstract

The death penalty for drug-related offenses is one
of the most controversial aspects of contemporary
penal policy, situated at the intersection of security
considerations, claims regarding deterrence, the
necessity of maintaining public order, and human
rights imperatives. The central question of this
research is whether capital punishment in this
domain can be justified based on classical theories
of punishment and what meaning this penalty
acquires when viewed through the lens of Michel
Foucault’s analysis of power. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach and drawing on
library-based research, this study seeks to examine
the death penalty for drug-related offenses from
two complementary perspectives: first, through the
lens of penal theory—focusing on concepts such as
deterrence, proportionality, desert, necessity, and
criminal justice; and second, through the lens of
penal sociology and a Foucaultian analysis of
power—emphasizing concepts such as
power/knowledge, discipline, security,
governmentality, and biopower. The findings
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a penal tool but part of state mechanisms for
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constructing the "dangerous subject,” and
exercising power over the population. Accordingly,
execution for drug-related offenses should be
analyzed not merely as a legal institution, but as a
technology of power operating within the context
of a culture of control, security policies, and social
inequalities. Revisiting drug-related penal policy
necessitates moving away from an exclusionary
logic and toward approaches grounded in justice,
prevention, and structural reform.

Keyword: Death penalty, drug offenses, theory of
punishment, Michel Foucault, sociology of
punishment, governmentality, biopower.
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