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The Impact of Parents and the Family Environment
on the Development of Children with Learning Disabilities
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Abstract

Any disorder in which an individual’s academic
achievement - considering their age, education,
and intelligence - is significantly below
expectations based on standardized tests of
reading, writing, or mathematics is described as a
learning disorder. A learning disorder refers to
inadequate development of specific academic
skills that cannot be explained by physical or
neurological illness. Instead, abilities such as
reading, writing, or mathematics fall markedly
below what would be expected given the child’s
general cognitive capacity. In other words, the
child’s impairments in particular academic
domains fall under the expected level based on
their age, intelligence, and classroom instruction.
Learning disabilities may be accompanied by low
morale, reduced self-esteem, social skill deficits,
and academic failure. Adults with such disorders
may experience serious difficulties in employment
or social adjustment. Learning disorders are also
commonly observed alongside other psychiatric
conditions in children and adolescents. Studies
indicate that between 1% and 25% of individuals
with conduct disorder, oppositional defiant
disorder, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder,
or depressive disorders also present with learning
disabilities.
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The family, as the primary source of emotional and
social support, plays a complementary and
essential role. Parents who understand the nature
of the disorder, create a safe and accepting home
environment, and provide consistent
encouragement can help reduce the psychological
stress associated with academic challenges.
Keyword:  Learning  disorders, learning
disabilities, family, parents.
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